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1. Introduction 
 
This Statement of Community Involvement (“SCI”) has been prepared on behalf of INEOS 
Upstream Limited (“INEOS”) to describe the community and stakeholder engagement 
undertaken to date during the preparation of the planning application for: 
 

Construction of a well site and creation of a new access track, mobilisation of drilling, 
ancillary equipment and contractor welfare facilities to drill a vertical hydrocarbon 
exploratory core well and mobilisation of workover rig, listening well operations, and 
retention of the site and wellhead assembly gear for a temporary period of 5 years on 
land adjacent to Bramleymoor Lane, near Marsh Lane (“the Proposed Development”). 
  

The application site comprises land adjacent to Bramleymoor Lane, near Marsh Lane (“the Site”) 
within Derbyshire County Council (“the Mineral Planning Authority”) (“MPA”). 
 
Full details of the Proposed Development are set out in The Proposal and the Planning 
Statement that accompanies the planning application.  

 
The Proposed Development is for exploration activities only, which consists of five phases as 
follows: 
 

 Stage 1: Site Development and Establishment – approximately three months 
 Stage 2: Drilling, Coring and Suspension – approximately three months  
 Stage 3: Maintenance of the Suspended Well Site – retained until restoration, up to the 

five-year extent of the application  
 Stage 3a: Possible Workover of the Suspended Well – up to one month as required. This 

stage is included as a contingency and would only be required if the well required to be 
re-entered for maintenance or similar.  

 Stage 4: Use of the Well as a Listening Well – up to three weeks as required   
 Stage 5: Abandonment (Decommissioning) and Restoration – approximately two months  

 
The remainder of this Statement comprises the following sections: 

 
 Section 2: National and Local Policy Guidance  
 Section 3: Pre Application Consultation  
 Section 4: Public Consultation  
 Section 5: Exhibition Feedback 
 Section 6: Conclusion 
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2. National and Local Policy Guidance 

 
2.1 National Planning Policy Framework 

 
The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) published in March 2012 sets out the 
Government’s planning policies for England and how these are expected to be applied.  
 
A core principle of the planning system, as expressed in paragraph 17 of the NPPF, is that 
planning should be genuinely plan-led and empower local people to shape their surroundings. 
 
Paragraph 155 of the NPPF highlights the importance of early and meaningful engagement and 
collaboration with neighbourhoods, local organisations and businesses. In relation to the 
creation of Local Plans it states that a wide section of the community should be proactively 
engaged so the Plan reflects a collective vision. 

 
Paragraph 188 states that: 

 
“Early engagement has significant potential to improve the efficiency and 
effectiveness of the planning application system for all parties. Good 
quality pre-application discussion enables better coordination between 
public and private resources and improved outcomes for the community.” 
 

Paragraphs 190 and 191 encourage pre-submission consultation with statutory consultees and 
other consenting bodies respectively, in order to highlight and resolve any potential issues at the 
earliest opportunity.  This also enables all parties to establish the type and level of information 
required and assists in avoiding unnecessary delay and cost. 

 
2.2 Planning Practice Guidance 

 
The Planning Practice Guidance (PPG) published on 6 March 2014 includes information about 
the role of consultation prior to submitting a planning application. 
 
The guidance highlights how pre-application engagement can offer significant potential to 
improve both the efficiency and effectiveness of the planning application system and improve the 
quality of planning applications and their likelihood of success. It is noted that this can be 
achieved by working collaboratively and openly with interested parties at an early stage to 
identify, understand and seek to resolve issues associated with a proposed development. 

 
The PPG also notes that stakeholders in the planning process include the local planning 
authority, statutory and non-statutory consultees, elected members and local people. Each party 
has an important role to play in ensuring the efficiency and effectiveness of pre-application 
engagement. 

 
In relation to community consultation, the PPG notes that although engagement with the 
community is not compulsory whilst preparing a planning application (except for some onshore 
wind-turbine applications), it is encouraged where it will add value to the process and the 
outcome. 
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2.3 MPA’s Statement of Community Involvement 

 
Derbyshire County Council’s Statement of Community Involvement was adopted in December 
2006, with its overall objective being to ensure full participation from communities within the 
County Council’s planning functions.  
 
Paragraphs 5.10 and 5.12.6 emphasise the importance of pre-application discussions. In 
particular, paragraph 5.12.6 states that the County Council encourages early consultation with 
local residents, neighbours and parish councils and outlines that “public meetings, workshops 
and exhibitions are useful methods to use in this respect1”.  
 
  

                                                
1  Page 32, paragraph 5.12.6 of Derbyshire County Council Statement of Community 

Involvement. 
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with contamination given the lack of existing sources and restricted 
pathways which result from the way the proposed development will be 
constructed. 

Noise INEOS were asked to provide the background monitoring data, as well 
as all noise model inputs, when the application is submitted. 

Air emissions INEOS was advised to ensure that the application covered enough 
information to adequately explain why an Air Quality Assessment is 
not required. 

Landscape and 
Visual  
 

The landscape architect was not able to attend the meeting but it was 
recognised that the impacts during the drilling stage will be temporary 
in nature and not present for the entire length of time for which 
planning permission is sought. INEOS was advised to agree 
viewpoints with the landscape architect. The Council suggested that 
fencing and equipment to remain on site for the duration of the 5 year 
period should be darker in colour and visually recessive. 

Archaeology and 
Cultural Heritage 

INEOS advised that there were historic mining features in the area 
and that geophysical surveys had been undertaken. 

Other The MPA enquired about the length of core that will be extracted and 
explained the Council’s planning committee meeting cycles and officer 
reporting deadlines.  
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4. Public Consultation 
 

The programme of consultation for the Proposed Development incorporated the following events 
and actions. 
 
4.1 “Town Hall” meetings  
 
INEOS held “Town Hall” meetings in May and November 2016 in the East Midlands region and 
invited Parish and Town Councils to send representatives to attend on their behalf. A total of 71 
Parish and Town Councillors attended the three meetings in the region.  
 
These meetings introduced INEOS, described the background to the UK's continuing need for 
gas for decades to come and the economic and societal benefits of gas produced in the UK 
compared to importing from less environmentally regulated countries.  
 
4.2   Consultation website  
 
In January 2017 INEOS set up a consultation website (http://www.ineos.com/businesses/ineos-
shale/our-operations/bramleymoor-lane/).  
 
This webpage introduced the scheme, included a list of frequently asked questions, provided 
copies of relevant information, and publicised details of the forthcoming public consultation 
events.   
 
The consultation website was further updated following the last public consultation event to 
include the exhibition banners. 
 
4.3  Public exhibitions 
 
INEOS held two public exhibition events in advance of submitting the planning application at 
Green Lawns Community Centre and at Marsh Lane Community Centre.   INEOS advertised the 
first exhibition in advance via hand delivered leaflets and letters to over 450 nearby local 
residents in Marsh Lane, West Handley, Middle Handley and the surrounding area (Appendix 1).  
For the second exhibition, postcards were sent to residents, an advert was placed in the 
Derbyshire Times (Appendix 2) and updates were also provided on INEOS’ consultation 
website. 
 
The first exhibition was held on Tuesday 31 January 2017 (between 2pm and 8.00pm). This 
session gave an initial opportunity for the local community and stakeholders to drop-in at their 
convenience during the advertised times and speak to the project team and representatives from 
INEOS regarding the matters of planning, environment, and site design. The exhibition was 
attended by BBC East Midlands, BBC Radio Sheffield, ITV Central, Drill or Drop,  the Derbyshire 
Times and Peak FM. 
 
The second exhibition was held on Thursday 6 April 2017 (between 2pm and 7.30pm) and 
provided a similar opportunity for the local community and stakeholders to review the detailed 
proposals and speak to the project team and representatives from INEOS. 
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Attendees at both exhibitions were asked to comment on the proposals by completing a 
questionnaire during the consultation events and posting in the comment box. A copy of the 
relevant questionnaire is provided at Appendix 3 and copies of the exhibition banners for each 
exhibition are provided at Appendices 4/5.  
 
A summary of this feedback is set out under Section 5.  
 
4.4 Other public consultation events: 
 

o A representative of INEOS attended the Eckington Parish Council meeting held 
on 10 January 2017. 

 
o Information leaflets and invitations to the 31 January 2017 consultation event 

were hand delivered by the INEOS Community Relations team and a small 
number of conversations were held with residents during this process. 

 
o An INEOS representative met with the Head Teacher of Marsh Lane Primary 

School on 12 January 2017 to introduce INEOS and discuss the proposal. 
 

o An INEOS representative met with the Governors of Marsh Lane Primary School 
on 28 March 2017 to discuss the proposal. 

 
o INEOS distributed approximately 90,000 (8 page) inserts in newspapers across 

the East Midlands including the Sheffield Star and Derbyshire Times. The insert 
introduced INEOS, described the shale gas exploration and extraction process 
and commented on the proposed exploration well. 

 
o A Facebook Live Q&A session was hosted by the Derbyshire Times on 23 

February 2017 with INEOS representatives answering questions on the proposal 
and on shale gas extraction. There has been 9,800 online views of the Q&A 
session (as at 1 May 2017). 

 
o On 23 February 2017 INEOS’ Operations Director, Tom Pickering, participated in 

a debate with an Eckington resident Cassandra Steele at Chesterfield College. A 
recording was made by students and subsequently distributed online by the 
Derbyshire Times. 

 
o INEOS Senior Management have visited a number of residents close to the 

proposed site to discuss their concerns. 
 

o INEOS participated in a public meeting in Mosborough on 23 March 2017 
arranged by Clive Betts MP at which a number of residents of Marsh Lane 
attended. 

 
o INEOS have also provided responses to questions submitted by local MP’s Toby 

Perkins and Natascha Engel. 
 

o Natascha Engel MP met the company as part of her research into issues around 
shale gas extraction. INEOS hosted a visit by Ms. Engel to their four well gas 
production facility near Warrington, Cheshire as part of her fact finding series of 
visits to well sites and protest camps in Yorkshire, Lancashire and Cheshire. 
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5. Exhibition Feedback 
 

This section provides an overview of the responses received from the comment forms distributed 
during the public exhibitions. Each question and its corresponding responses are presented in 
turn below. The feedback forms are provided at Appendix 3.  
 
5.2  Exhibition 1 

 
At the first public exhibition over 450 people attended and 44 attendees provided written 
feedback via the comment form, as summarised below. 

 
How would you describe your knowledge of INEOS? 
 

 
 

  

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

16

18

I am very well
informed

Know a lot Know a little Know very little Know nothing at all
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Traffic / suitability of 
site access 

The application will need to 
confirm the route for any 
heavy construction traffic.  
 

The Environmental Report (Chapter 3) 
includes a draft Traffic Management 
Plan (‘TMP’), which would form the 
basis for a plan to be approved 
pursuant to a condition attached to the 
grant of planning permission. The TMP 
would set out the framework for 
managing site traffic, and in particular 
Heavy Goods Vehicles (HGVs), to 
minimise impacts on local communities.  

Concern about the potential 
removal of gas from the site 
and impacts on the highways 
network. 
 

The Proposed Development relates to 
the exploration stage and exploratory 
core well only and, as a result, there will 
be no removal of gas from the site as a 
result of this planning application.  

The scheme will generate 
unacceptable levels of traffic 
and will have an adverse 
effect on the safety of school 
children.  
 

The Environmental Report (Chapter 3) 
includes a traffic and transport 
appraisal to assess the impact of the 
proposal on traffic flows and highway 
safety. The assessment concludes that 
the proposal will not have a material 
impact on the highway network that will 
be utilised as part of the route and will 
not cause impacts on pedestrian or 
highway safety.  

Water environment There is a risk of chemical 
pollution leeching into the soil 
and the water table.  
 

The Environmental Report (Chapter 7) 
confirms that the proposed drilling 
method has been frequently 
implemented in the UK and contains 
barrier mitigation and monitoring 
approaches to minimise the risk to 
hydrogeology. Embedded mitigation 
measures will also be implemented to 
prevent groundwater pollution from 
spillages and the handling/management 
of drilling fluids and cuttings.   

Noise The scheme will give rise to 
unacceptable levels of noise. 
 

The Environmental Report (Chapter 2) 
has assessed the worst-case impacts 
of the Proposed Development. This 
assessment shows that the noise will 
be temporary and below the threshold 
levels. As such, there is not anticipated 
to be an adverse effect on quality of life.  

Employment The employment benefits of 
the scheme have been over 
emphasised. 
 

The Planning Statement (Section 7.3) 
recognises that at this stage the 
economic effects of a core well are very 
limited. 
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Amenity The scheme will impact the 
amenity value and beauty of 
the area.  
 

The Environmental Report (Chapter 5) 
includes a landscape and visual 
appraisal which assesses potential 
effects of the proposal on the 
landscape (as a resource in its own 
right), and on views and visual amenity. 
This assessment demonstrates that the 
scheme has limited adverse effects 
upon the character and appearance of 
the surrounding rural landscape and the 
visual amenity of local residents and 
visitors. The visual effects of the 
development will be temporary and 
most noticeably when taller equipment, 
such as the rig, is on site. 

Other Concerns about impacts on 
human health. 

The potential public health impacts from 
the proposals are addressed at Section 
8.2 of the Planning Statement. Given 
the need to consider the response as a 
whole, reference should be made to the 
Planning Statement. 

A full environmental impact 
assessment should 
accompany the planning 
application. 

The applicant submitted a formal 
request for a Screening Opinion 
pursuant to Regulation 5 of the Town 
and Country Planning (Environmental 
Impact Assessment) Regulations 2011 
in January 2017. The Council confirmed 
that the application does not require 
EIA on 28 February 2017. The 
Council’s Screening Opinion, 
concluding that the proposed 
development is not EIA Development, 
is enclosed at Appendix 2 of the 
submitted Planning Statement. 
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7. Conclusions 
 

This SCI summarises the consultation undertaken by INEOS prior to submission of the planning 
application for the construction of a wellsite and the drilling of a vertical core well at Land 
adjacent to Bramleymoor Lane, near Marsh Lane. 

 
As reported in this SCI, INEOS has delivered a number of consultation activities to raise 
awareness of the development proposals and to enable feedback prior to the submission of a 
planning application. This included pre-application meetings and public exhibitions in January 
and April 2017.  
 
All relevant matters raised during pre-application consultation, stakeholder and public 
consultation have been addressed through the planning application and its supporting 
documents.  
 
During the planning application process, INEOS will continue to provide updates via its 
consultation website and respond to any questions made via the contact details provided.  
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Dear resident,

INEOS Shale is the division within INEOS Upstream Limited dedicated to exploring for gas within 
the shale layer of rock some 2,500 to 3,500 metres deep underground. 

We have identified of a potential drilling site close to the village of Marsh Lane near Eckington.  
We would like to evaluate the underground geology by drilling a vertical well and taking samples  
of the rocks for laboratory analysis. We are not planning to hydraulically fracture this well. As such  
we have submitted an environmental screening request to Derbyshire County Council. A formal 
planning application will follow in due course.

We have entered into pre-application discussions with Derbyshire County Council to discuss  
potential environmental impacts of the Proposed Development which will be subject to consultation 
with a number of external bodies. During this process we will undertake community consultation to 
take account of feedback from local residents. Once this is complete, we plan to submit a full planning 
application where a further period of comprehensive public consultation will take place before any 
decision is taken by the appropriate authorities.

Before we submit the Planning Application we wish to hear your views and answer any questions  
you may have. Accordingly we invite members of your household to a public drop-in exhibition. 
Members of our team will be available throughout the event.

Venue: Green Lawns Community Centre
Date: 31 January 2017
Address: Warren Walk, Marsh Lane, S21 5RX
Time: Between 14:00 and 20:00

In the meantime please see our website www.ineosshale.com for information about us and shale  
gas extraction. 

JANUARY 2017

twitter: @INEOS_shale
tel: +44 (0)203 793 8066
email: shale.information@ineos.com

To contact INEOS Shale:
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APPENDIX 3 
Feedback Forms 

  





Please submit any comments to Facilitating Change by Friday 10th February 2017 

Q6. Overall, how would you describe your reaction to this specific planning application? 
 Please one box only 

1. Support 2. Neither support 
nor object 

3. Object 

   
 
Q7. Overall, how would you describe your reaction to Shale Gas Exploration in the UK? 
 Please one box only 

1. Support 2. Neither support 
nor object 

3. Object 

   
 
Q8. And finally, from your experience to date, can you rate the quality of community engagement undertaken 
by Ineos on their Shale Gas Exploration activities in the UK? 

1. Excellent 
opportunity 

2. Quite a good 
opportunity 

3. Neither a good nor 
a poor opportunity 

4. A poor opportunity 5. A very poor 
opportunity 

     
 

Please write in any further comments you would like to make about the engagement process as a whole.  
We welcome suggestions about how best to engage with local communities. If you have any suggestions 
about how best to engage with your local community please let us know. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To make sure we speak to people from across the whole community, please can you tell us a little bit about 
yourself.  

 

Name:   

Address:   

   

  Postcode   

Email:                              
(Only provide your email address if you wish to be contacted by email) 
 

• Any information given on this form will be used and published anonymously as part of any future consultation report. By completing 
this feedback form you consent to Ineos using the feedback for this purpose.  

• By providing contact details you consent to Ineos contacting you in relation to this proposal.  
• Comments made to Ineos are not representations to the consenting authorities who will consider future planning applications. The 

opportunity for lodging representations with them will be when any future application is formally submitted for consideration. 
This form and all information provided at the event can be downloaded from the website: www.ineos.com 
Thank you for taking the time to complete this form. Please hand your completed form to a team member at 
the event or return it by post.  
Post:  FREEPOST: RSTS-TAAY-CLLU 

Facilitating Change (UK) Ltd, PO Box 15047, Dunblane. FK15 9YB 
 

Are you: Please one box only  How old are you?   Are you? 
Male   Please one box only  Please one box only 
Female   Under 16yrs   Employed  
          16-24yrs   Retired    

  25-39yrs   Self employed  
   40-59yrs   Other: 
   60 plus    

If you would like to be kept informed of progress on the project please tick this box 
Your details will not be used for any other purpose  
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