Implementation of Cefic/ECTA best practice for unloading polymers in bulk
Brussel, 21/11/2019

Den Hartogh worked at implementation since the publication of the 2014 Guidelines
• The 2014 Guidelines provided a reference for equipment safety
• The 2016 guidance extended the focus to the responsibilities of the receivers

EQUIPMENT SAFETY
2014 to 2016
Some features where added to the standard design of tipping trailers, such as:
• Spirit level
• twist lock indicators.
Note: the ‘Dead man switch’ was already a standard feature of our trailers.
The main challenge we faced was related to
the design and installation of an interlock
system for the safety guard of the rotary
valve.
2016: a prototype was designed and tested.
2017: all trailers were upgraded. The work
was carried out by our Technical Engineers.
2018 to date: all new trailers are factory
fitted with the interlock system.

INTERLOCK PROTOTYPE

Air pressure control valves have been
added to act as circuit breakers on the
Rotary Valve.

COMPLIANCE OF THIRD PARTY EQUIPMENT

A fraction of the trailers deployed on Den Hartogh
business are owned by our trucking
subcontractors.
Assuring 100% compliance of third party
equipment is a significant challenge.

2017 to date
• Minimum safety requirements for tipping
trailers are included in our Terms and
Conditions that subcontractors must accept.
• Key trailers safety features are routinely
verified via spot checks and SHEQ audits
• Any shortcoming must be addressed via
SMART actions.

SITE SAFETY
2017 to date
There are elements of safety at receivers sites
that are outside the control of the carrier. These
relate to lay-out, ground conditions,
housekeeping, site arrangements, etc., etc.
Den Hartogh began a continuous campaign to
promote the reporting of near misses.
We encourage drivers to report all potentially
dangerous situations that they see at third party
sites so that we can liaise at appropriate levels
to address issues.

Safety clearance in all direction is rarely
achieved by receivers, due to pre-existing site
layout.

